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Tropical environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

1 (a) Explain the role of the ITCZ (inter tropical convergence zone) in determining the distribution 
of temperatures and rainfall totals in the humid and seasonally humid tropics. [10]

 (b) To what extent do the processes of weathering and erosion influence the types of landforms 
found in humid and seasonally humid tropical environments? [15]

2 (a) Photographs A and B show areas of tropical rainforest and savanna vegetation.

  Describe and explain the differences between the types of tropical vegetation shown. [10]

 (b) Describe and evaluate a scheme, or schemes, for sustainable management in either a 
tropical rainforest or a savanna ecosystem. [15]

Coastal environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

3 (a) Explain how the profile and plan form of beaches are affected by the action of constructive 
and destructive waves. [10]

 (b) To what extent are rock type and structure important in the development of landforms along 
cliffed coasts? [15]

4 (a) Fig. 1 shows some threats to coral reefs.

  Explain how any three of the threats shown in Fig. 1 can affect the conditions necessary for 
the growth of coral and the survival of coral reefs. [10]

 (b) Assess the advantages and disadvantages of soft engineering and hard engineering  
approaches to the sustainable management of coasts. [15]
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Hazardous environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

5 (a) Explain why tectonic hazards associated with convergent plate margins are usually more 
devastating than those at other types of plate margin. [10]

 (b) To what extent is the prediction of volcanic eruptions more successful than the prediction of 
some other types of hazard? In what ways may the hazardous impact of volcanic eruptions 
be reduced? [15]

6 (a) Fig. 2 shows the percentage of deaths from different impacts of tropical storms (cyclones) in 
Bangladesh. Fig. 3 shows the location of Bangladesh.

  Suggest reasons for the variations in the numbers of deaths from tropical storms occurring in 
Bangladesh. [10]

 (b) Explain the nature and causes of hazardous mass movements on slopes and evaluate their 
effects on lives and property. [15]

Arid and semi-arid environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

7 (a) Describe the processes of erosion, transport and deposition by wind and explain their 
contribution to the development of one type of desert landform. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the contribution of water, both present and past, in the development of desert 
landforms. [15]

8 (a) Fig. 4 gives climate data for A, a hot arid environment and B, a semi-arid environment.

  Describe and explain the differences between the two types of climate as represented by the 
data shown in Fig. 4. [10]

 (b) Describe the characteristics of soils in hot arid and semi-arid environments. Explain how 
plants and animals have adapted successfully to aridity. [15]
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