8281 Japanese November 2006

JAPANESE

Paper 8281/01
Speaking

General comments

Candidates performed very well and the chosen topics were wide ranging and generally very interesting to
listen to. The teacher/examiners gave candidates plenty of opportunities to talk on a variety of subjects.

Centres are reminded that candidates’ presentations should last for around 3 minutes on a specific topic.

With 7-8 minutes for the Topic conversation and 8-9 minutes for the General conversation, the total
examination time should be a minimum of 18 minutes per candidate.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Presentation

A wide range of topics was chosen by the candidates this year. The majority of the candidates gave lively
and interesting presentations. However, it is important to remember that candidates are not permitted to
take a script of their presentation into the examination.

Section 2

Topic conversation

Most candidates were able to follow up their presentations with some appropriate conversation on their
chosen topic.

Section 3
General conversation

Candidates were encouraged to have natural, interesting conversations by the teacher/examiners. Most of
the candidates spontaneously asked questions in this section. A wide range of questions (including closed
and open-ended questions) was asked by the teacher/examiners and this enabled the candidates to perform
to the best of their abilities.

It is helpful for both the Moderator and the candidates if there is a clear distinction between the Topic
conversation and the General conversation sections for example if the teacher/examiner says, “Now we will
move on to General Conversation.” Please also remember that the General conversation should cover
different topic areas to that chosen by the candidate for their Presentation and Topic conversation.
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JAPANESE

Paper 8281/02
Reading and Writing

General comments

Many candidates performed very well in most parts of the paper. The majority of candidates’ use of Kaniji
was exceedingly good and this gave a very good impression. However, a number of candidates performed
less well in Question 5.

Comments on specific questions

Passage One
Question 1

The majority of candidates got full marks. A few candidates made mistakes in either (d) or (e).

(@) 2
(b) 1
() 2
(d) 1
(e) 2
[Total: 5]
Question 2

Many candidates produced very good and imaginative sentences. Some candidates used 7z L as the
subject for (ii). In this exercise, candidates are recommended to produce short, simple sentences.

Question 3

Most candidates answered this exercise well. In (d) some candidates did not seem to understand the
meaning of the question with the word 7°> ¥ £ L 727>,

(@) HAMNETHIFE 205, 1]
(b) MEIFEDLETBRETDTHE T, [2]

(c) EAREZAMTHOTHRZE T T NDENb,
HAOTBEZOTHS 2N b, [2]

(d) FHERZES T, fEGHEFE LN, [2]
(e) HTOANB LT X5 22hikdT, [1)
(f) BNILTECThnbRlolahb,

F7 A Y TEIZES T2 b,
BN TOT, IS TRREA DL R poTeinb,
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BRI 7o TH, —BHBNTZND,
OB NRICHEL feoTz, [3]

@) BEDOHTIERL, B-\WEHE I T2DICAREY > T 5D,
B AT 5720 ARKEZT > T 5,
FEBEENL THEDICIARET > TV 5,
HRAEZSFD Z 3LV, [2]

(h) AT ORNIME 2V & R LT,
Ak, AINESADITORELEZR LAIZ LTV,
TINEAEEFELTHD, [2]

[Content: 15; Language: 5]
[Total: 20]

Passage Two
Question 4

Most candidates attempted all questions. There were some errors in tense usage. In (a)(ii) a few candidates
gave 7 AU/ ==—3=—7 as their answer for this question. In (b) some candidates used the wrong
function word 15 ¥ 721}, In(c) == —3—27 ~f7< /2%, is the wrong answer.

(a) iy Zr¥— E5Z&[1)
(i) SEOTa— WSO 3 —[1]

(b) i)y #HITEa06, [1]
(i) HTOF-ATREZROND, [1]
(i)  SESEKED D, [1]

(c) BRI H o ADHEMFERIZAD =D, [1]

(d) (i) RSB ERLro7, [1]
@iy HrAODLyARAUBRERLMoT2, [1]

) TAUGTL L BRI LTV,
DELLRNTIE Lo 72 b
ARG 12 o t2in b, [2]

) — AN THEAT, I<EZDRFMRH -7,
HARIZWEDE) ZENTERNSTEAEBIZE Y Z ENTET,
WEN EFITh o7, [2]
(@) S CH, . HENEIANEKBICRDIENTE T, [1]
(h) LTHLERND D,
F ¥ LU UNHFERA,
RN,

XL BAIEFED AN,
BER® 5N, [2]

[Content: 15; Language: 5]
[Total: 20]
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Question 5

abroad and tended to focus on their personalities and what they did. Some candidates, however, see
understand the text well from Ishikawa and Kobayashi's points of view. In Question (b), a few candi
wrote about what they wanted to do rather than what they wanted to learn when they went abroad. A fe
candidates only wrote a response to either (a) or (b) instead of answering both parts of the question.

It is advisable to teach candidates how to use the squared paper to write an essay although, where
candidates were not clear about how to do this, it did not have any great effect on their marks.
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JAPANESE

Paper 8281/03
Essay

General comments

The majority of candidates chose Topic 4: Urban and rural life. Topics 2 and 6 were also chosen by a
number of candidates and a few chose Topics 1 and 5. No candidates opted for Topic 3.

Candidates’ abilities in kanji were excellent this year and their use of vocabulary was wide ranging which
meant that most were able to express their opinions well. A lot of candidates used adverbs very effectively.
Some candidates, however, struggled to present clear and coherent arguments although their vocabulary,
grammar and structures were generally very good.

The most common errors involved the use of particles. Some katakana spellings were inaccurate, though
candidates did not lose marks for minor spelling mistakes. Candidates should not use spoken language like
%3 or L at the end of sentences.

A few candidates wrote over 800 characters and should be reminded that the stipulated essay length is
between 600 and 800 characters.

Candidates had clearly prepared for this examination and are to be congratulated for their hard work.
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