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INFORMATION
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SOURCE A

During Aurangzeb’s reign he developed good relationships with foreign traders and made generous 
donations to several Hindu temples. He introduced restrictions on personal behaviour, for example 
he banned outdoor singing and dancing and made a declaration on the length of beards. Aurangzeb 
also increased taxes to pay for expensive wars and used large amounts of money to pay for luxurious 
buildings. According to some historians a number of these policies contributed to the increasing 
instability of the Mughal Empire by the time of Aurangzeb’s death.

An article on Aurangzeb adapted 
from History Today, 1984

SOURCE B 

A painting of the Mughal Emperor and his court returning from the Great Mosque at Delhi 
by Edwin Weeks, c.1918


