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Unit A2 2: Listening, Reading and Writing

Introduction

This unit consists of three sections.

Section A - Listening 


This section lasts 40 minutes.

Two questions based on two recorded passages


Listening:
30 marks
There is a 15 minute break after Section A to allow for logistical considerations such as moving to other accommodation before Sections B and C begin.

Sections B and C last 2 hours 20 minutes.  Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 20 minutes on Section B and 1 hour on Section C.

Section B - Reading 


Q1 and 2:  Three questions based on two texts 


Reading:
30 marks
Q3:  Translation from English into French



Translation:
20 marks

Section C - Writing 


One essay based on a literary text




Writing:
50 marks
Total Time:

3 hours 

Total marks:

130
A2:


32.5%
Examination available in Summer only

	Content
	Learning Outcomes

	Listening: 

Students answer two questions based on two passages recorded on individual student CDs
Reading: 


Students answer three questions based on two written passages and complete one translation exercise from English into French


Writing: 

Students complete one essay based on a literary text
	Students should be able to:

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of spoken sources covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;

· adapt spoken and written language appropriately for different situations and purposes;

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of written texts (including authentic sources) covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;
· transfer meaning from English into French; 
· develop arguments, analyse, evaluate, compare and contrast  in written French; and

· understand and apply accurately the grammatical system and a range of structures as detailed in the A Level specification.
 


Section A - Listening
The listening will last 40 minutes.

The listening will be assessed according to the AO1 criterion only.

The listening exercise will contain two separate extracts and each extract will have its own set of questions.  The question types will vary from year to year and will be a mixture of some of the following: objective type questions, questions and answers in French and questions and answers in English.  The content of the listening extracts will be based on the topics listed at A2 level and may consist of authentic sources such as announcements, news items, talks, presentations and discussions.  The recordings are on CD format with candidates having full control over the recording and the playback facility.
Suggested Teaching and Learning activities

Context 4: Local and Global Citizenship

Context 5: Environmental Awareness

The following activities may be used to help students improve their listening skills:

· multiple choice

· grids

· gap-filling

· true/false/information not given

· open questions/answers in English

· open questions/answers in French

· songs and lyrics

· dictations

· error correction

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 3 for Suggested Resources.

Section B - Reading 


Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 20 minutes on his section.

This section consists of reading comprehension exercises and a translation from English into French.

Reading Comprehension

The reading comprehension will be assessed according to the criterion for AO2.

The stimulus material for the two reading comprehension exercises will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at A2 level.  The question types will vary from year to year and will be a mixture of objective type questions and questions and answers in the target language.  

Translation

The translation from English into French will be assessed according to the criterion for AO3 and takes account of the candidate’s ability to use a wide and varied range of syntax and lexis, manipulating the language accurately and with sensitivity to idiom.

The stimulus material for the translation will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at A2 level. 

Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 4: Local and Global Citizenship

Context 5: Environmental Awareness

The following activities may be used to help students improve their comprehension and writing skills:

· multiple choice

· gap-filling

· matching

· cloze test

· error correction

· sentence completion

· true/false/information not given

· open questions/answers in English

· open questions/answers in French

· translation from English into French

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 3 for Suggested Resources.

Section C - Writing 


Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour on this section.

Section C is an extended writing exercise based on the three literary titles from Literature and Society.

The literary texts are as follows:

· Camus: L’Etranger
· Gide: La Symphonie pastorale
· Sartre: Les Mains sales
The response will be assessed according to the AO2 and AO3 criteria.

Each question will have an alternative.  Candidates are expected to respond in French to one open-ended question only, either (a) or (b), in 300-350 words and be able to demonstrate a capacity for critical thinking and awareness by developing arguments and presenting views, opinions and justifications.  They should demonstrate a capacity for critical analysis, evaluation and comparison of characters, plot and themes, literary style and motivation.          
Suggested Resources

See Appendix 4: Literature for Suggested Topics, Lines of Development and Resources.
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