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Unit A2 2: 
Listening, Reading and Writing

Introduction

This unit consists of three sections.

Section A - Listening
This section lasts 35 minutes.

Two questions based on two recorded passages


Listening:
30 marks
There is a 15 minute break after Section A to allow for logistical considerations such as moving to other accommodation before Sections B and C begin.

Sections B and C last 2 hours 25 minutes.  Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 25 minutes on Section B and 1 hour on Section C.

Section B - Reading 


Q1 and 2: Three questions based on two texts



Reading:
30 marks
Q3: Translation from English into Spanish



Translation:
20 marks
Section C - Writing 


One essay based on a literary text




 Writing:
50 marks
Total Time:

3 hours 

Total marks:

130
A2:


32.5%
Exam available in Summer only

	Content
	Learning Outcomes

	Listening: 

Students answer two questions based on two passages recorded on individual student CDs
Reading: 
Students answer three questions based on two written passages and complete one translation exercise from English into Spanish
Writing: 

Students complete one essay based on a literary text
	Students should be able to:

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of spoken sources covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;

· adapt spoken and written language appropriately for different situations and purposes;

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of written texts (including authentic sources) covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;
· transfer meaning from English into Spanish; 
· develop arguments, analyse, evaluate, compare and contrast in written Spanish; and

· understand and apply accurately the grammatical system and a range of structures as detailed in the A Level specification.
 


Section A - Listening 

The listening will last 35 minutes.

The listening will be assessed according to the AO1 criterion only.

The listening exercise will contain two separate extracts and each extract will have its own set of questions.  The question types will vary from year to year and will be a mixture of some of the following: objective type questions, questions and answers in Spanish and questions and answers in English.  The content of the listening extracts will be based on the topics listed at A2 level and may consist of authentic sources such as announcements, news items, talks, presentations and discussions.  The recordings are on CD format with candidates having full control over the recording and the playback facility.

Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 4: Local and Global Citizenship

Context 5: Environmental Awareness

Contexts 1: (Relationships), 2 (Health and Lifestyle) and 3 (Young people in Society) for synoptic assessment.
The following activities may be used to help students improve their listening skills:

· multiple choice

· grids

· gap-filling

· true/false/impossible to tell

· open questions answers in English

· open questions answers in Spanish

· songs and lyrics

· dictations

· error correction

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 3 for Suggested Resources.

Section B - Reading 


Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 25 minutes on this section.

This section consists of reading comprehension exercises and a translation from English into Spanish.

Reading Comprehension

The reading comprehension will be assessed according to the criterion for AO2.

The stimulus material for the two reading comprehension exercises will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at A2 level.  The question types will vary from year to year and will be a mixture of objective type questions and questions and answers in the target language.  

Translation

The translation from English into Spanish will be assessed according to the criterion for AO3 and takes account of the candidate’s ability to use a wide and varied range of syntax and lexis, manipulating the language accurately and with sensitivity to idiom.

The stimulus material for the translation will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at A2 level. 

Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 4: Local and Global Citizenship

Context 5: Environmental Awareness

Contexts 1: (Relationships), 2 (Health and Lifestyle) and 3 (Young people in Society) for synoptic assessment.

The following activities may be used to help students improve their comprehension skills:

· multiple choice

· gap-filling

· matching

· cloze test

· error correction

· sentence completion

· find the Spanish

· true/false/impossible to tell

· open questions answers in English

· open questions answers in Spanish

· translation from English into Spanish

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 3 for Suggested Resources.

Section C - Writing 

Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour on this section.

Section C is an extended writing exercise based on the three literary titles from Literature and Society.

The literary texts are as follows:

· Carmen Laforet: 

Nada

· Laura Esquivel: 

Como agua para chocolate

· Antonio Buero Vallejo:
El Cocierto de San Ovidio

The response will be assessed according to the AO2 and AO3 criteria.

Each question will have an alternative.  Candidates are expected to respond in Spanish to one open-ended question only, either b(a) or (b,) in 300-350 words and be able to demonstrate a capacity for critical thinking and awareness by developing arguments and presenting views, opinions and justifications.  They should demonstrate a capacity for critical analysis, evaluation and comparison of characters, plot and themes, literary style and motivation. 
Suggested Resources

See Appendix 4 for Literature: Suggested Topics, Lines of Development and Resources.
Appendix 3:
Suggested Resources
for A2 Unit 2

Context 4: Local and Global Citizenship

Textbooks 

Ponte al día (Hodder Stoughton)


chapters 10, 11 and 12
Al tanto (Nelson)




chapters 5, 10, 14 and 15

Sigue (OCR)





chapters 4, 7 and 8

Ahora Mismo (Hodder Stoughton)


chapters 8, 9 12 and 14


Websites

Citizenship

www.injuve.mtas.es/injuve/contenidos.item.action?id=478929051andmenuId=2104203924
(Instituto de la juventud)

www.argijokin.blogcindario.com/2005/08/00460-la-tolerancia-y-el-respeto-principales-valores-para-los-jovenes-espanoles.html (el acoso escolar)

Poverty

www.monografias.com/trabajos12/podes/podes.shtml (pobreza y el desarrollo humano) 

www.es.oneworld.net/article/archive/1360 (pobreza en España)

Immigration

www.hoyinternet.com/reportajes/especial/inmigracion (frontera mexicana)

www.elpais.com/todo-sobre/tema/inmigracion/Espana/27 (la inmigración en España)

www.es.oneworld.net/article/archive/5725 (Inmigración en España) 

www.karl.aegee.org/aegpress.nsf/6efe777da2d34ecec12564a400569b16/d5d6e3530c183a87c1256ebf0059f1b0?OpenDocument (Integración en España)  

Racism

www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racismo
www.aulaintercultural.org (Día mundial de la tolerancia)

Democracy and Conflict

www.vespito.net/historia (el franquismo v La transición)

www.salman-psl.com/la-transicion/indexcast.html (la transición)

www.democracianacional.org/dn (Partido Democracia Nacional)

www.octaviorojas.com/politica.html (Política Latinoamericana)

www.elcato.org/index.php (Instituto Cato)

www.nodo50.org/mujeresred/violencia.htm (Violencia contra mujeres)

www.usergioarboleda.edu.co/biblioteca/documentos/der037.htm (Conflicto en Colombia)

www.solidaritat.ub.edu/observatori/esp/colombia/marco.htm?pagina=./analisis/conflicto.htmandmarco=frame1.htm (Conflicto armado colombiano)

Context 5: Environmental Awareness

Textbooks

Ponte al día (Hodder Stoughton)


chapter 7 
Al tanto (Nelson)




chapters 8 and 9

Sigue (OCR)





chapter 6

Ahora Mismo (Hodder Stoughton)


chapter 11
Websites

Environment

www.mma.es/portal/secciones/;jsessionid=C50A39111DCF59A491C7CAAD1D9DB2DA (Ministerio de medio ambiente) 
www.sepiensa.org.mx/contenidos/2005/l_calenta/calentamiento_1.htm (el calentamiento global) 

www.ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/campaign/index_es.htm (cambio climático) 


Energy Sources
www.europa.eu/pol/env/index_es.htm (medio ambiente)

www.monografias.com/trabajos15/medio-ambiente-venezuela/medio-ambiente-venezuela.shtml (medio ambiente)

www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medio_ambiente
www.ambientum.com/enciclopedia/enciclopedia.asp (enciclopedia virtual)

www.lainsignia.org/2002/junio/ecol_002.htm (el estado del medio ambiente)

www.unfpa.org/swp/2001/espanol/ch02.html (el agua y la población)

www.unfpa.org/swp/2004/espanol/ch3/index.htm (población y medio ambiente)

Periodicals 

Authentik (A Level)

www.authentik.com/sp_main.html
La Cometa (GCSE + A Level)

www.authentik.com/sp_main.html
European Schoolbook
(Various Resources)

www.eurobooks.co.uk/languagebooks/subject/SPA
Ministerio de Educación, Londres (Various publications)

www.mec.es/sgci/uk/es/home/index.shtml
TV programmes/Video

www.rtve.es
www.antena3tv.com
www.cuatro.com
www.la-sexta.net
www.plus.es 
www.telecinco.es
www.los40.com/articulo/noticias/40TV/Latino/viviran/momentos/previos/Concierto/Numero/entrevistas/reportajes/l40actn01/20060615l40l40not_11/Tes/ (música)
www.telemadrid.com/home.pag 
www.programacion.tv/tve1 
Radio Broadcasts/Podcasts

www.notesinspanish.com Notes In Spanish Intermediate /Advanced

www.guanacos.com La Charamusca

 

Radio

 

www.listenlive.eu/spain.html
www.radio-locator.com/cgi-bin/nation?ccode=esandsid=andgo.x=9andgo.y=4
www.multilingualbooks.com/online-radio-spanish.html
www.DocuWeb.ca/SiSpain/english/otherweb.html (todo sobre webs de España)
www.ibgwww.colorado.edu/~gayan/spain.html (España al desnudo)
www.DocuWeb.ca/SiSpain (intercambio de información sobre España)
www.donde.uji.es (buscadores de España)
www.ozu.es (buscadores de España)
www.yahoo.es (buscadores de España)

www.elmundo.es/navegante (suplemento el mundo tecnología e Internet)

www.elmundo.es/navegante/estrellas (el periódico)

www.el-castellano.com/index.html (página del idioma español)

www.hola.es (revista)

www.elpais.es (periódico)

www.clarin.com (noticias)

www.vanguardia.es (periódico catalán en español)
www.bbc.co.uk/spanish/index.shtml (la BBC en español)
www.casareal.es (la casa real)
www.congreso.es (el parlamento español)
www.un.org (la ONU)
www.nato.int (la OTAN)
www.europa.eu.int (la Unión Europea)
www.avui.com (noticias en catalán)
www.diario-elcorreo.es (periódico vasco en español)
www.nortecastilla.es (noticias Castilla)
www.elperiodico.es  (noticias de Cataluña en español)
www.meh.es (Ministerio de Economía y Hacienda)
www.nec.es (tienda de informática y tecnología)
www.mma.es (Ministerio de Medio Ambiente)

www.msc.es (Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo) 
www.la-moncloa.es (La Moncloa)
www.mir.es (Ministerio deI Interior)
www.boe.es (Boletín Oficial del Estado)
www.Spainonline.com (hoteles en España)

www.cervantes.es (el instituto Cervantes)

Appendix 4: 

Literature
Antonio Buero Vallejo 
El concierto de San Ovidio 

Temas:

Valindin: El personaje de Valindin: lo que simboliza

David: El papel de David; su relación con los otros ciegos; su relación con Adriana;

Conflicto entre David y Valindin

Donato: y su relación con David;

Valentín Haüy:
 Su papel en la obra 

Adriana: su relación con Valindin y con David; 

· La pobreza 

· El idealismo y la esperanza contra el egoísmo y el materialismo
· El simbolismo de la ceguera

· El estoicismo y la resignación
· La marginación dentro de la sociedad

· La importancia de la esperanza / el optimismo
· Los límites contra la sociedad
· La corrupción y la explotación; la situación de la mujer

· La rebelión individual y colectiva  

Suggested Resources

www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_Buero_Vallejo (el autor)

www.elmundo.es/2000resumen/buerovallejo.html (sobre el autor)

www.aache.com/escritores/buero2.htm (el autor)

www.muestrateatro.com/home.html (teatro)

www.enotes.com/drama-criticism/buero-antonio-vallejo (el autor)

Carmen Laforet 
Nada

Andrea: y su relación con las otras mujeres (Angustias, Gloria, Ena, la madre de Ena)

Gloria:
su papel y su relación con Adriana

· Las relaciones familiares, entre hombres y mujeres, padres e hijos, entre hermanos 
· La situación de la mujer; los personajes masculinos en la novela 

· Relaciones y conflictos generacionales

· Los estereotipos sociales sobre los papeles masculino y femenino 

· El impacto de la pobreza sobre la personalidad y los ideales
· Evolución de la personalidad; el crecimiento del individuo; la adquisición de la madurez; factores que influyen en este desarrollo

· Degradación y  explotación

· El idealismo juvenil/el realismo adulto

· La familia y la novela como reflejo de la sociedad de la época   

Suggested Resources

www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nada (novela)
www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmen_Laforet
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmen_Laforet
www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existencialismo
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism
www.rincondelvago.com/nada_carmen-laforet_6.html (artículo autor)

www.nytimes.com/2007/04/15/books/review/Eberstadt.t.html?pagewanted=print
www.lecturalia.com/libro/8508/nada (sobre libro)

Laura Esquivel
Como agua para chocolate

· El personaje de Tita; su relación con su madre y con sus hermanas
· Los distintos personajes de las hermanas
· Contraste entre Rosaura y Gertrudis; conflicto entre lo social y lo natural, lo convencional y lo instintivo; pasión y frustración; conflicto entre individuo y sociedad

· La relación entre Tita y las dos criadas indígenas, Nacha y Chencha 

· La relación de Tita con Pedro y con John
· Importancia de la comida; simbolismo de la comida; relación entre la comida y la vida
· La imagen de la mujer en la novela; subyugación y liberación de la mujer; las tradiciones sociales
· Aspectos sociales y políticos; la historia mexicana; La Revolución
· Significado del título de la novela
· El elemento sobrenatural y mágico 

Suggested Resources

www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Como_agua_para_chocolate (novela)
www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laura_Esquivel
www.es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Como_agua_para_chocolate_%28pel%C3%ADcula%29
www.news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/misc/newsid_4705000/4705417.stm (la autora)

www.html.rincondelvago.com/como-agua-para-chocolate_laura-esquivel_17.html (artículo)

www.epdlp.com/escritor.php?id=2484 (sobre la autora)

www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/e/esquivel_laura.htm
www.news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/misc/newsid_4701000/4701623.stm (artículo)

www.librosgratisweb.com/html/esquivel-laura/como-agua-para-chocolate/index.htm
www.soniaruiz.tripod.com/SOCIALcontrol/index.htm (artículo)
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