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CCEA is committed to providing a comprehensive and innovative support package for
all teachers and learners. This document has been designed to exemplify examination
performance and to support you in the teaching of CCEA GCE AS Spanish. It contains
examples of candidates’ responses from the 2009 series of AS examinations. Each
candidate response carries a commentary by a senior examiner.

I hope you find this support useful in your teaching.

For further details of our support package, please visit our website at www.ccea.org.uk .

Best wishes

Clare McNicholl
Subject Officer
GCE Languages

E-mail cmcnicholl@ccea.org.uk
Telephone 028 9026 1200 (ext: 2439)
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Unit AS 1:

Grade A Commentaries



Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Spanish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 1.

This is an excellent example of a very good AS candidate who, while she makes quite a
number of errors in both grammar and punctuation, displays many compensating
qualities. The errors are of a type which we are accustomed to finding at this level. We
do not expect total grammatical accuracy at either AS or A2 level. This candidate
compensates for any failings with her enthusiasm, her development of topics and the
sophistication of her ideas.

Presentation La obesidad

The candidate gave a very thoughtful and innovative presentation on the topics of
obesity and diet. She lost a couple of points because of some shortcomings in
pronunciation and a very slight lack of cohesion in linking the different elements of the
presentation. However, overall it was a very good effort with lots of information and
enthusiasm. It was well timed at 2mins. 54 secs., although the delivery was a little rushed.

Questions on the Presentation

The examiner only asked three questions because the candidate developed her answers
very well and again showed admirable enthusiasm for the topic. She was very
comfortable in this section.

Conversation

It is inevitable that in general conversation all but a very select few will make some
grammatical errors. This candidate made some serious ones but, once again,
compensated with a splendid attacking enthusiasm. The candidate’s Spanish was of a
genuinely high level and a more than adequate vehicle for displaying the range of her
intelligence, her wit and personality and an infectious love of language. Such was the
pace and enthusiasm that, despite the answers being full and informative, the examiner
was able to cover a wide range of topics in only 10 minutes.



Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Spanish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 2.

This is another useful example of a very good AS candidate who has prepared thoroughly
as evidenced in particular by her Presentation and her excellent response to searching
follow-up questions. In the General Conversation element the candidate struggles with
grammatical structures on occasions but compensates with intelligent engagement. She is
always willing to develop each answer.

Presentation Rafael Nadal

She relates the details of Rafa Nadal’s successful career to aspects of the wider Spanish
society and to the benefits of sports for young people. She mentions the importance of
place and family to Spanish people, a feature much in evidence in Nadal’s personality.
Furthermore the candidate’s Spanish is grammatically impeccable throughout, with just a
slight pronunciation blip with the vowel ‘u’.

Questions on the Presentation

If the candidate was impressive in her Presentation she was even more so in the follow-
up questions. The examiner asked extremely interesting and thoughtful, yet searching,
questions and their exchange ran a little longer than normal but this candidate had clearly
thought long and hard about her topic and researched it well. As a result, when she was
probed on aspects which she had listed on her summary sheet, she dealt with all of this in
a most impressive and thorough manner. The candidate may have made a few mistakes
and had to search for answers but she performed as well as anyone could expect at this
level.

Conversation

As I indicated earlier, this impressive candidate struggled at times with her grammatical
constructions in the free conversation. However, there were nice grammatical flourishes.
Above all the candidate never veered off task. She answered every question head-on and
was always prepared to develop. Even towards the end when many candidates’ Spanish
begins to ‘tire’, she came up with four things she hoped to encounter at university. So
whilst she lost a few marks for AO3, her AO1 performance was again impressive.



Please read this in conjunction with the relevant sound file on the GCE Spanish
microsite, under the Support Materials (AS1) tab

Exemplar No 3.

This exemplar provides us with another excellent example of how very good AS
candidates prepare for the examination and cope with its different demands. This is
another impressive candidate with very good competence in Spanish grammar, an
engaging personality and interesting stories to tell.

Presentation La marca

The candidate chose quite an original topic, i.e. how young people are influenced by
brand names. He outlines the issues in clear and very well-worded Spanish, quotes
interesting statistics, makes reference to well-known celebrity fashion icons, and makes
very profound observations about how young people are drawn into this lifestyle. This is
an excellent example of what the new Specification presentation is aiming for. Itis a
very modern issue with a special relevance to young people and is extremely well
delivered in very impressive Spanish.

Questions on the Presentation

The candidate touches on most of his summary sheet points in a very general answer to
the first question. He has a particular style which is difficult to interpret, but he does
keep developing naturally, introducing new perspectives. His engagement and
knowledge of the topic are obvious and he performs very competently.

Conversation

There are a small number of quite serious grammatical errors, but these are swamped by
a vast amount of good, clear, correct Spanish. The examiner, realising that the candidate
is extremely competent and willing to develop, examines him with a very light touch.
The candidate responds enthusiastically by always developing his answers.






Exemplification of Grade A and Grade E Responses

Section C, Question 1(a)
Grade A Response
Commentary

Section C, Question 1(b)
Grade A Response
Commentary

Section C, Question 1(a)
Grade E Response
Commentary

Section C, Question 1(b)
Grade E Response
Commentary
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Unit AS 2:
Questions 1 (a) and (b)
Grade A Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 1.

Question 1(a) Jovenes antisociales.

AO2 Understanding

This essay is focused, straightforward and addresses all the criteria necessary. Whilst all
the possible points are not mentioned, nonetheless the bullet point structure is adhered
to and the question is targeted directly and succinctly. The essay is balanced with a high
degree of personal engagement.

AO3 Target language

Although there are occasional blemishes, overall there is very good command of Spanish

with frequent examples of accurate and complex structures and a variety of uses of the
subjunctive.
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Commentary on grade A response for Assessment Unit AS 2

Exemplar No 2.

Question 1(b) Los padres que trabajan

AO2 Understanding

This essay focuses totally on the set question and rigidly adheres to the three bullet points
structure. Although it may lack detail, the whole essay logically and coherently addresses
the topic with no irrelevant material or repetition within the limit of words expected.
There is also a high degree of personal engagement.

AO3 Target language

There is evidence of mature, comprehensive use of Spanish, with very few inaccuracies.

There is also clear and consistent evidence of complex structures with frequent, accurate
use of the subjunctive.
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Unit AS 2:
Questions 1(a) and (b)
Grade E Responses with Commentaries
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2
Exemplar No 1.

Question 1(a) Jovenes antisociales.

AO2 Understanding

This essay lacks structure and strays away from directly targeting the question set, with
some superfluous and irrelevant material. The response is of a general nature and
unbalanced. Personal engagement is limited.

AO3 Target language

Some control of basic grammar is evident. The language is simple and there is a lack of
complex syntax and structures. There are inconsistencies in manipulating aspects of the

language even of an elementary level. Vocabulary is limited and just one tense (present) is
used throughout.
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Commentary on grade E response for Assessment Unit AS 2
Exemplar No 2.
Question 1(b) Los padres que trabajan.

AO2 Understanding

Although there is evidence of some understanding of the requirements of the question
set and some knowledge of the topic, this essay lacks a cohesive approach and a
consequent lack of organisation. The response is uneven and the third bullet point has
not been addressed, thus there is no personal engagement.

AO3 Target language

Some control of basic grammar is evident but there is recurrent incidence of misspelling
and inappropriate gender. Vocabulary is limited and there is a lack of complex syntax
and structures.
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