CCEA Resource Pack: GCE Irish

Unit AS 2:

Listening, Reading and Writing

Introduction

This unit consists of three sections.

Section A - Listening 

This section lasts 40 minutes.

Two questions based on two recorded passages


Listening:
30 marks
There is a 15 minute break after Section A to allow for logistical considerations such as moving to other accommodation before Sections B and C begin.

Sections B and C last  2 hours 5 minutes. Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 5 minutes on Section B and 1 hour on Section C.

Section B - Reading 


Q1:  Two questions based on one text 



Reading:
30 marks
Q2:  Translation from Irish into English



Translation:
20 marks

Section C - Writing 


One essay response to a stimulus text




Writing:
50 marks
Total Time:

2 hours 45 minutes 

Total marks:

130
AS:


65%
A2:


32.5%
Exam available in January and Summer.
	Content
	Learning Outcomes

	Listening: 

Students answer two questions based on two passages recorded on individual student CDs
Reading: 
Students answer two questions based on a written passage and complete one translation from Irish into English
Writing: 

Students complete one responsive writing essay, (approx. 200 – 250 words)
	Students should be able to:

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of spoken sources covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;

· adapt spoken and written language appropriately for different situations and purposes;

· understand, infer meaning and draw conclusions from a variety of written texts (including authentic sources) covering different contexts, registers, styles and genres;
· transfer meaning from Irish into English; 
· express information, facts and ideas and justify opinions in written Irish; and

· understand and apply accurately the grammatical system and a range of structures as detailed in the AS specification. 



Section A - Listening 
The listening will last 40 minutes.

The listening will be assessed according to the AO1 criterion only.

The listening exercise will contain two separate extracts and each extract will have its own set of questions.  The question types will vary from year to year and will be a mixture of objective type questions and questions and answers in the target language.  The content of the listening extracts will be based on the topics listed at AS level and may consist of authentic sources such as announcements, news items, talks, presentations and discussions.  The recordings are on CD format with candidates having full control over the recording and the playback facility.
Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 1: Relationships

Context 2: Health and Lifestyle

Context 3: Young people in Society

The following activities may be used to help students improve their listening skills:

· multiple choice

· grids

· gap-filling

· true/false/information not given

· open questions answers in English

· open questions answers in Irish

· songs and lyrics

· dictations

· error correction

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 1 for Suggested Resources.

Section B - Reading 

Candidates are advised to spend 1 hour 5 minutes on this section.

This section comprises a reading comprehension exercise and a translation from Irish into English.

Reading Comprehension

The reading comprehension will be assessed according to the AO2 and AO3 criteria.

The stimulus material for the reading comprehension will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at AS level.  There will be a mixture of objective type questions and questions and answers in the target language.  

Translation

The translation will be assessed according to the AO2 criterion and will take account of the candidate’s ability to transfer meaning into English, showing an appreciation of register and syntax of the original and adapting their style accordingly.  

The stimulus material for the translation will be drawn from sources such as magazines, newspapers, reports, books or other forms of extended writing which relate to the topics listed at AS level.  

Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 1: Relationships

Context 2: Health and Lifestyle

Context 3: Young people in Society

The following activities may be used to help students improve their comprehension skills:

· multiple choice

· gap-filling

· matching

· cloze test

· error correction

· sentence completion

· true/false/information not given
· find the Irish

· open questions answers in English

· open questions answers in Irish

· translation from Irish into English

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 1 for Suggested Resources.

Section C - Writing 

This is a responsive writing exercise.

The responsive writing will be assessed according to the AO2 and AO3 criteria.

There will be a choice of questions based on two of the three contexts for learning at AS level, each with a short written stimulus.  The candidate will respond to one question only in 200-250 words and should base their answer on the three bullet points provided. 
Suggested Teaching and Learning Activities

Context 1: Relationships

Context 2: Health and Lifestyle

Context 3: Young people in Society

The following activities may be used to help students improve their writing skills:

· newspaper and magazine articles

· picture essays

· reports

· summaries

· brochures

· reviews

· information sheets

· journal diary

· e-mails

Suggested Resources

See Appendix 1 for Suggested Resources.
Appendix 1:

Suggested Resources for 

AS units 1 and 2

Textbooks
de Bléine, P, Cluas, (available to download from the Languages microsite www.ccea.org.uk/languages).
de Bléine, P, (CCEA - in production).
Mac Cionnaith, S, Focail i bhFócas, Coiscéim.

Mac Giolla Chomhaill, A, Deismir, Cumann Seanchais Ard Mhacha.

Mac Murchaidh, C, Cruinnscríobh na Gaeilge, Cois Life + CD.
Maguire, É, Shortcuts to Success, Irish Essay Writing for Leaving Certificate (Ordinary and Higher Level), Gill and Macmillan.

Maguire, É, Shortcuts to Success: Irish Leaving Certificate Ordinary Level, Gill and Macmillan + CD.
Ní Bhaoill, R agus McCoy, G, Taisce Focal, Ultach  + CD.

Ó Brádaigh, M, Less Stress More Success: Irish Revision for Leaving Cert, Ordinary Level, Gill and Macmillan + CD.
O ‘Ceallaigh, P Mullins, E, Shortcuts to Success The Irish Oral Higher and Ordinary Level, Gill and Macmillan  + CD.

Ó hOibicín, M, Foras 4, An Cló Ceilteach.

Periodicals

Lá Nua 

Foinse 

Saol

An tUltach

An tEolaí
Dréimire

Breacadh
TV programmes/Video

Cláracha ar TG4

Cláracha ar RTÉ

Radio Broadcasts/Podcasts 

Blas 

Raidió na Gaeltachta

Iris Aduaidh  BBC 

breacadh.ie

Websites

www.selbcass.org
www.scoilnet.ie
www.daltai.com
www.litriocht.com
www.crannog.ie/gaeilge.htm
www.dominicbradley.com  (ábhar cleachtaidh don AS)

www.gaeilge.ie
www.bealoideas.ie
www.antoireachtas.ie
www.snag.ie
An Ríomhchainteoir – (website to be launched early in 2008)

News and articles

www.nuim.ie/language/vifax.shtml
www.gaeltalk.ie  (an nuacht le cluinstin)
www.gaelport.com
www.beo.ie
www.irishnews.com
www.foinse.ie
www.nuacht.com
www.rte.ie/rnag
www.tg4.ie
www.blas.ie
Organisations 

www.gaelscoileanna.ie
www.comhairle.org 
www.gaa.ie" 


www.gaa.ie

www.oideas-gael.com
www.colaistemhuire.net/portal.aspx
Periodicals

www.comhar-iris.ie
Dictionaries and Spelling

www.smo.uhi.ac.uk/gaeilge/focloiri
www.focal.com
www.focal.ie
www.acmhainn.ie
www.glg.csisdmz.ul.ie/fgb/iomhanna/index.php 

www.homepage.eircom.net/~gfg/index.htm
www.gaelspell.com
www.egt.ie/lghlin/eolaire.html
www.ireland.com
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