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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) “For the Muslim, Hajj signifies both an outward and an inner spiritual pilgrimage.”

  With reference to this quotation, explain the rituals of Hajj and their importance for 
Muslims. [25]

 (b) Evaluate the view that it is easy to observe the Pillars in an Islamic country. Justify your 
answer. [25]

2 (a) Examine the practice and significance of prayer for the individual Muslim and the wider 
Islamic community. [25]

 (b) Assess the claim that the mosque is more essential to the Islamic faith than the Imam. 
Justify your answer. [25]
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Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) How do the significant events in Muhammad’s life from the Hijra until his death show 
him to be a prophet and statesman? [25]

 (b) “Religious and political leadership are often in opposition to one another.” 
 
With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on this claim. Justify 
your answer. [25]

4 (a) Explain the process of the compilation of the Qur’an by Muhammad and the Caliphs, 
considering the importance of the final structure that emerged. [25]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the view that it is difficult 
to preserve religious belief and identity in a secular age. Justify your answer. [25]
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