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SECTION A

Culture

SOURCE A: A plan of a large Roman theatre
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SOURCE B: An inscription

 Marcus Holconius Rufus and Marcus Holconius Celer 
(built) at their own expense the crypt, boxes and 
theatre seating.

Cooley and Cooley, D51
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SOURCE D: Diary extract from a Roman schoolboy

 My slave who carries my books handed me my waxed 
tablets, my writing box, and my writing instruments. 
Sitting in my place, I smoothed over the tablets. I 
printed the assigned sentence. When I had finished it, 
I showed it to the teacher. He corrected it, wrote over 
my errors, and told me to read it aloud. So instructed, 
I recited it to another student.

CGL III, pp. 645–647
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SECTION B

Literature

SOURCE E

 It is extraordinary how on individual days in Rome 
the account book of life either balances or seems to 
balance, and on several successive days it does not! 
For if you asked anyone “What did you do today?” he 
would answer:

 “I was present at a coming of age ceremony, I went to 
an engagement or wedding. X asked me to the signing 
of a will. X asked me to give him legal assistance. X 
asked me for advice.”

 On the day you do them, these things seem 
important; but the same things, if you consider that 
you have done these every day, seem pointless – 
much more so when you go to the country. For then 
comes reflection: how many days have I wasted on 
such dull things!

 This occurs to me, in my Laurentine home, when I 
am reading something or writing something, or even 
when I am free for exercise, for it is by bodily fitness 
that the mind is sustained. I hear nothing which I 
regret that I heard, I say nothing which I regret that 
I said. There is no one at my house who slanders 
anyone with scandalous gossip; I myself blame no 
one except myself, when I don’t write well enough. I 
am hassled by no ambition, no fear and I am troubled 
by no gossip. I talk only with myself and with my little 
books. What a good and honest life! What delightful 
and virtuous leisure time and more wonderful than 
almost all business.

Pliny ‘Letters’, 1.9
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