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The GCSE History Structure

Unit 1: Studies in Depth — Wales and the wider perspective
25% of qualification

Unit 2: Studies in Depth — History with a European / world
focus 25% of qualification

Unit 3: Thematic studies from a broad historical perspective
30% of qualification

Unit 4: Non Examination Assessment (NEA) 20% of
qualification

wa
wjec
cbac

Unit 1 Options

Unit 1: Studies in Depth — Wales and the wider perspective
Written examination: 1 hour
25% of qualification

This unit offers a choice of four Studies in Depth — each considering a Welsh
perspective within a wider historical context.

Centres choose one Study in Depth from the following:

1A. The Elizabethan Age,1558-1603

1B. Radicalism and Protest,1810-1848

1C. Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-1951

1D. Austerity, Affluence and Discontent, 1951-1979

Each option will be assessed by compulsory questions. These will focus large
the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There will also
be questions testing historical concepts.
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1C:  DEPRESSION, WAR AND RECOVERY, 18301951

15/01/2018

e . 19301951 Loamars it e
o froac: =

eew i W g e e o ol Lot bt ls

oar sporophate, e wll o et o Wikt sources o equied corta bl Tesres e h

e

[y questons Ve Camnt

The coming of the Depeession: Ressans for the deciine of raciions! induslry in Britsin, including compebiion from abrosd, new markets, obsolete

T el o mpactof e Wl Steet s s o o o iny s Bt

Dopmension?

T

How were people sble 10 cope with the The dole and the Weans Teet hunger marches from Jarow and Rhcndds, ‘making ends meed’ and sell-help
challenges of the Depression years? om Wales . the importance of raco and cinema; growing Agh mdustry in parts of Bntan the Special
Aress Acts, Trffores? (rkistrel Estete, confrast of oider indusinl regrans. with aeas of grester empioymet

Soming ol war;
How effectively did Britain propare for The thraat from Gemany. Botain's poiy of agpessemant, praparations for war: wardans and shaters, RADAR,
war? baage beloons, ant-arcrat guns, conscapbon and fasenved ocCupsRans

Lile during warsine:
How did people in Beftain cope with the The bombing of Bisn cites - Swanses, Batast, Glasgom: evacuses end fhew hoat communties in Wals, ne.
experience of war? need for rafionig. the contributon of women fo the war effrt

Keeping up morale;
How important was It 10 maintain people’s | The e of r5cko nd Ciiema dunng Ihe War (GPagANTa POBTers snid CENSSND, CAMPAGTS 4 AP9SS SUCh 36
morale during the war? Dig o Victory and the Spife Fund. the importance of Churchil a3 war lsader

s aftae wac:
How difficult were conditions in Britain In | The economio positan of Batan in 1945, demabsaton. war damage. the raasons for Labours victory m tha 1945
19457 Gerers Electin

Rebullding the country_afier 1545,

How did the Labour government deal with | Tre Bevendge Repar. Anguns Bevan ard the NHS. educational oppartunites folowng the Act of 1044 he

the problems of the time? Hames for AT polcy, rattonatsabion of the key mdistres. cos), slectncidy and bansport, reacon fo the reforms of
the post-war Labour govemments

wa
wjec

cbac

Assessment
Unit 1: Studies in Depth — Wales and
the wider perspective

Written examination: 1 hour
Five questions
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UNIT 1 - Studies in Depth — Wales and the wider perspective
Papers for Unit 1 will focus mainly on the evaluation of historical sources and
interpretations of the past.

All questions must be answered.

W S m

i, Selection of information from two sources 4

2. Source evaluation — single source contemporary to the 6
period

3. Significance question 12

4. Connections question 12

53 Interpretation question 16+3 SPaG

Total 53
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Question 1

* This question will contain two sources [A and B] connected
with an issue that will have been studied.

* This question is worth 4 marks and targets AO3.

* The question will ask candidates to outline what Sources A
and B suggest / show about an issue.

* The focus of this question is being able to understand and
extract from a variety of source materials.

¢ There are no marks awarded for own knowledge in this
question.
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Question 2

« This question will contain one source [C] connected with an
issue that will have been studied.

« This question is worth 6 marks and targets AO1 and AO3.

« The question will ask candidates to analyse and evaluate the
accuracy of the source.

* The aim of the question is to encourage candidates to reach a
substantiated judgement about the accuracy of the source set
within its historical context.

« Candidates will be rewarded for discussing the strengths and
limitations of the source material.
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Question 3

* This question will ask about the significance of an identified
issue which will have been studied.

* This question is worth 12 marks and targets AO1 and AO2.

* The question will ask candidates to provide a reasoned and

supported explanation of the significance of the identified
issue set within the relevant historical context.

« Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating contextual
understanding and providing a fully developed and focused
explanation.




P
wjec
cbac

Question 4

* This question will contain four identified features taken from
the specification which are all interrelated.

* This question is worth 12 marks and targets AO1 and AO2.

* The question will ask candidates to identify and explain the
connections between any THREE of the identified features
set within the correct historical context.

* Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating contextual
understanding and providing a full explanation of the relevant
connections.
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Question 5

« This question will contain one interpretation connected with the
wider historical debate over an issue that will have been studied.

« This question is worth 16 marks plus 3 SPaG and targets AO1 and
AO4

* The question will ask candidates to reach a substantiated
judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation.

* Candidates will need to analyse and evaluate how and why
interpretations of the issue differ. Candidates should focus on and
discuss the authorship of the interpretation in reaching their
judgement.

« Candidates will also be rewarded for demonstrating understanding
of the key feature in the question.
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Unit 2 Options

Unit 2: Studies in Depth — History with a European / world focus
Written examination: 1 hour
25% of qualification

This unit offers a choice of four Studies in Depth — each considering
history in a European or wider world context.

Centres choose one Study in Depth from the following:

2A. Russia in Transition, 1905-1924

2B. The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910-1929
2C. Germany in Transition, 1919-1939

2D. Changes in South Africa, 1948-1994

Each option will be assessed by compulsory questions. These will test
historical concepts and also analyse and evaluate historical sources.
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Assessment

Unit 2: Studies in Depth — History
with a European /world focus
Written examination: 1 hour

Five questions
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UNIT 2 — Studies in Depth — History with a European / world focus
Papers for Unit 2 will focus mainly on the evaluation of historical sources and
key features and key concepts of history.

All questions must be answered.

1. Use of source material and knowledge to describe 6
an aspect of history

2. Description of an historical issue/event/policy 8

3. Purpose of source contemporary to the period 8

4. Utility of two sources 12

5% Evaluative essay 16+3 SPaG
Total 53
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Question 1

* The question will utilise a single piece of source material [A].
* This question is worth 6 marks and targets AO1 and AO3.

* The question will ask candidates to use the source and their
own knowledge to describe an historical issue.

* Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating understanding
of the key feature in the question and analysing the source in
its historical context.
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Question 2

* This question is worth 8 marks and targets AO1.

* The question will ask candidates to describe an
historical issue/ event.

* The focus of this question is being able to
demonstrate detailed and accurate knowledge of an
issue set within its historical context.
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Question 3

* The question will utilise a single piece of source material [B].

* This question is worth 8 marks and targets AO1 and AO3.

* The question will ask candidates to analyse and evaluate the
purpose of the source in order to reach a substantiated
judgement.

* Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating understanding
of the historical context and undertaking full consideration of
the authorship.
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Question 4

* The question will utilise two pieces of source material [Cand D].

* This question is worth 12 marks and targets AO1 and AO3.

* The question will ask candidates to analyse and evaluate the
relative usefulness of the source material to an historian studying
the issue.

« Candidates will need to analyse and evaluate the contentand
authorship of the source material to reach a substantiated
judgement set within the appropriate historical context.

* Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating understanding of
the historical context.
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Question 5

« This question is in the style of an essay and asks students to provide
depth of discussion.

« This question will contain a single sentence essay question on an issue
that will have been studied.

* This question is worth 16 marks plus 3 SPaG and targets AO1 and AO2.

* The question will ask candidates to fully analyse a key issue while
considering other factors and their relative impact set within its wider
historical context.

+ Candidates should focus on and discuss a range of factors and arguments
in reaching their judgement.

« Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating detailed knowledge and
understanding of the key feature in the question and other historical
features.
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Unit 3 Options

Unit 3: Thematic studies from a broad historical perspective
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
30% of qualification

This unit offers a choice of four Thematic Studies that cover a speclflc aspect of history
in breadth, with a particular emphasis on how this impacted on Wales.

Centres choose one Thematic Study from the following:

3A. Changes in Crime and Punishment, c.1500 to the present day
3B. Changes in Health and Medicine, ¢.1340 to the present day
3C. The Development of Warfare, ¢.1250 to the present day

3D. Changes in Patterns of Migration, ¢.1500 to the present day

The Thematic Study will include the study of an appropriate historic site and its

significance.

Each study will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing extensively on historical

Eﬁ?cepts including continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and
ifference.
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Assessment
Unit 3: Thematic studies from a
broad historical perspective

Written examination 1 hour 15
minutes

Seven questions
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UNIT 3 — Thematic studies from a broad historical perspective
Papers for Unit 3 will focus mainly on key features and key concepts of history.
All questions must be answered.

ﬂ =

1. Four short knowledge based responses 4

Similarity and difference

Description of an historical event/ issue/ 6
feature
4. Description of an historical event/ issue/ 6
feature
5 ionof an historical 12
6. ionofan historical 12
7. Evaluative essay focusingon a narrative of 16+4 SPaG
change over time
Total 64
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Question 1

* This questionis worth 4 marks and targetsAO1.

* The focus of this question is being able to apply
accurate historical knowledge.
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Question 2

* This question will contain three visual sources [A, B
and C] connected with an issue that will have been
studied.

This questionis worth 4 marks and targets AO2 and
AO3.

* The question will ask candidates to identify one
similarity and one difference.

* The focus of this question is being able to understand
and extract from the source material.
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Question 3

* This questionis worth 6 marks and targets AO1.

* The question will ask candidates to describe an
historical issue/ event/ feature.

* The focus of this question is being able to

demonstrate detailed and accurate knowledge of an
issue set within its historical context.
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Question 4

* This questionis worth 6 marks and targets AO1.

* The question will ask candidates to describe an
historical issue/ event/ feature.

* The focus of this question is being able to

demonstrate detailed and accurate knowledge of an
issue set within its historical context.

10
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Question 5

* This questionis worth 12 marks and targets AO1 and

AO2.

* The question will ask candidates to provide a

reasoned, focused and well supported explanation
of the issue set within the relevant historical
context.

Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating
detailed contextual understanding.
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Question 6
* This question is worth 12 marks and targets AO1

and AO2.

* The question will ask candidates to provide a

reasoned, focused and well supported
explanation and analysis of the effectiveness/
significance of the issue set within the relevant
historical context.

Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating
detailed contextual understanding.
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Question 7

This question is worth 16 marks plus 4 marks for SPaG and targets
AO1and AO2.

The question assesses the ability to produce an extended
narrative discussion of an issue studied across different historical
eras.

Candidates will be expected to analyse the nature and extent of
change or continuityacross the different historical eras.
Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating detailed knowledge
and understanding of the historical context including specific
references to the Welsh context.

There will also be a statement giving advice about what should be
discussed in the answer.
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Resources for Teachers
Supporting teaching and learning

Visit our website to access qualification information and
download key documents.
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/history/history-gcse
Free WJEC digital resources to support the teaching and
learning of a broad range of subjects.
http://resources.wjec.co.uk/

http://oer.wjec.co.uk/
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Any Questions?

Contact our specialist Subject Officers and administrative team for your subject with any
queries.

dylan.jones@wijec.co.uk
029 20265071

Greg.lewis@wijec.co.uk
029 20265035
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